
Transportation and Education in Detroit

Unreliable transportation leads to inconsistent school attendance and creates inequal-

ity in families’ access to school choices. While schools can provide school buses to 

some families, the City of Detroit has an important role to play in strengthening the 

infrastructure for school transportation and improving the conditions for students on 

the way to school. 

INTRODUCTION

IT IS DIFFICULT TO GET TO SCHOOL IN DETROIT

•	 About one-third of families in Detroit do not own a car and 30% of families are 

considered transit-insecure, without a fixed way to get their children to school 

everyday. 

•	 Parent work schedules, unreliable public transportation, and unsafe neighborhood 

conditions all compound transportation challenges.

•	 Only 56% of students who live within walking distance of their schools (0.25 miles 

or less away) ever walk or bike to school. This means that 44% of students or their 

families who could walk or bike, never do.

•	 About half of Detroit students do not have access to school-based transportation.

•	 While 21% of Detroit students were eligible to receive a DDOT bus pass for school 

transportation, just 4% of students go to school daily via DDOT, and only 10% ever 

used DDOT.

•	 Detroit families want more school transportation; 60% of families say a bus pick up 

at their home would be “very helpful” to them.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE NEXT DETROIT MAYOR

•	 The City of Detroit should work with Detroit schools to coordinate public transit 

schedules and stops with public school schedules and locations.

•	 DDOT should collect better data on public school students who ride public trans-

portation, to better understand their schedules and needs. 

•	 The City of Detroit should work with local schools to increase safety, lighting, and 

complete sidewalks so more children can walk or bike to school when they live 

close enough.

•	 The City of Detroit should work with state leaders to reduce car insurance costs in 

Detroit, making it easier for Detroit families to own a car. 

•	 The City of Detroit should convene major employers to address work inflexibility 

that creates scheduling conflicts for families trying to get to both school and work. 

•	 The City of Detroit should work with regional transit authorities to establish reliable 

bus access to regional universities and community colleges.
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